
Homeschooling



Normal Parenting Thoughts

• ―It worked for me, it will work for my kid‖

• This is the way I learned it, why aren’t 

they getting it?

• My wife can do it all

• How do I home school + ______?



Reality 

• What worked for me won’t always work 

for my child

• Do you get everything the first time?

• Homeschooling is a family decision and 

job

• Parents need to talk openly about their 

needs/concerns



In this workshop…

 Learning styles

 Curriculum styles

 Tips & Tricks

 Resources

 Challenges you may face



Learning Styles

What are the three major learning styles?

Are they evenly distributed in a classroom or family—

or is one more common?

What is sometimes considered a 4th learning style but 

is actually one of the 7 intelligences?

Can you name the 7 intelligences?



Visual Learner

• Is among 40% of learners

• Remembers faces not names

• Thinks in pictures

• Has a good imagination

• Has to see it

• Using information received

• Is usually neat, orderly (unless visual/spatial)



• Sequential (except for VS)

• Likes descriptions

• Is distracted by disorder

• Is usually quiet

• Becomes impatient with listening

• Makes plans in advance

• Organizes by list making

• Succeeds when directions are written

Visual



The Auditory Learner

• Is among 30% of learners

• Will listen to music for hours

• Is distracted by noise

• Remembers name not face

• Talks extensively

• Uses Phonics and auditory word attack skills

• Hums, shouts, sings in class

• Enjoys having stories read and Vocalizes while reading



The Kinesthetic/Tactile Learner
• Is among 30% of learners

• Learns by doing and Needs to touch

• Is generally a poor speller

• Needs Manipulatives and Loves games

• Breaks & sharpens pencils regularly

• Is easily distracted during visual or auditory tasks

• Needs constant movement and is impulsive

• Remembers action rather than sights/sounds



Multiple Intelligences
• Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence

• Logical/Mathematical Intelligence

• Visual/Spatial Intelligence

• Bodily/Kinesthetic Intelligence

• Musical/Rhythmic Intelligence

• Interpersonal Intelligence

• Intrapersonal Intelligence

• Conceived by Howard Gardner, Multiple Intelligences are seven 

different ways to demonstrate intellectual ability.
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How is your child smart?

• Dr. Kathy Koch of Celebrate Kids talks about 

the 7 intelligences as smarts.

• Word Smart—They think with words.

• Can argue, persuade, instruct; love to read, 

write, speak

• Logic Smart—They think with questions.

• Can reason, sequence, categorize, 

compare/contrast

http://theeducationcafe.wordpress.com/2010/06/26/how-does-your-child-think/


7 Smarts

• Picture Smart—They think with real or 

imaginary pictures. They see God when they 

pray!

• Body Smart—They think by touch and feel or 

with muscles.

• enjoy physical pursuits, tactile skill building, 

and using gut instincts. 

• Music Smart—They think with a song!

• Have an ear for music, sing in tune, listen 

with discernment



7 Smarts

• People Smart—They think with other 

people…thrive on audience.

• Tend to be leaders; good at understanding 

others’ perspectives.

• Self-Smart—They think deeply; need privacy, 

space, quiet, and peace. 

• Can become unteachable; highly goal 

directed; fiercely independent.



More on 

Visual Spatial Intelligence
• Thinks in pictures rather than in words

• Learns better visually than auditorily

• Learns all-at-once, when the light bulb goes on

• Does not learn from repetition & drill

• Needs to see the big picture before details

• Is non-sequential (does not learn step-by-step in which 

most teachers teach)

• Knows things without being able to explain how or why



Visual Spatial

• Solves problems in unusual ways

• Has a vivid imagination

• Remembers what he sees, forgets what he hears

• Can visualize objects from different perspectives

• Is organizationally impaired and often loses track of time

• Has illegible handwriting and is terrible at spelling

• Can feel what others are feeling

• Tends to be musically, artistically, or mechanically inclined

• Hates speaking in front of a group 

• Adventurous



The eyes have it 

• Written word visual

• Picture visual



No the ears have it

• Learn best by 

listening



You guys might have it but we movers 

have more fun!

• Have to move in 

order to learn

• Hands on learning



How this might look in a given 

Home school family
Here’s a peek at one family:

• John—Visual and Auditory--Verbal/Linguistic and 

Interpersonal Intelligence—thrives in quiet envrnmnt

• Jack—Visual/spatial—non sequential, thinks in 

pictures, doesn’t remember names

• Dan—Auditory—thrives on music, listening, 

vocalizing, classroom discussion

• Sarah—Kinesthetic—needs to move, to touch, to feel, 

to walk through it, to experience it



The best teaches to all styles



Five Basic Types of 

Curriculum

Traditional

Classical

Thematic Unit Studies

Programmed

Technological  
See full Article on The Education Café by Linda P



Traditional

• Very structured

• Grade scales

• Workbook/textbook approach

• Most similar to public/private school

• Example: A Beka Book, Bob Jones, Calvert



Traditional
• Learning Style Match: Visual and Auditory

• Pros: More likely to cover the basics, lesson plans laid out, 

security

• Cons: Time consuming, expensive, difficult to teach several 

grades simultaneously, subjects each taught separately

• Works well for:  A child used to being in school (and that was 

doing well), routine learners, moms who need reassurance, 

moms who like routine and do not have time to plan own 

curriculum,  first time home-schooling parent

• Cautions:  School teachers do not cover every page in every 

book.  In math they may assign odds or evens on certain 

assignments.  In Science and History, sometimes a chapter 

or even a unit may be omitted.  Remember that your kids are 

also learning language and culture.  Do not let yourself or 

your kids be stressed by trying to do too much.



Classical

• Using the classics to 

learn

• Real books/Real art

• Narration

• Ex: Classical 

Conversations, My 

Father’s World, Veritas

Press; Memoria Press; 

Well-Trained Mind



Classical

• ―The Trivium‖ is stages or ways of learning that 

coincide with a child’s cognitive development.  

• Grammar Stage—What’s in their world (PreK-2nd or 

3rd)

• Dialectic Stage—Tell me more.  Tell my why.  How 

does it work?  Compare/contrast; Connect real 

things to abstract.  (2nd or 3rd – 5th or 6th)

• Rhetoric Stage—What does it mean to me?  What 

do I do with this info?  How am I going to use it?  

Logic/Debate.  (Middle school to Adult

• Learning Style Match:  Multi-sensory



Classical

• Pros: Works well for families with children close 

in ability level; developmentally appropriate 

methods; uses real books; unit study approach 

to content; systematic/chronological method to 

content; hooked/linked to history; progression 

of knowledge;

• Cons: May not ―feel‖ structured when 

compared to traditional curriculum; Not yet, 

totally self-contained; may be difficult to use 

when there is a wide ability gap between 

children; may be easy to miss certain skills 



Thematic Unit Study

• Pick a topic of interest and teach the 3 

R’s as well as history & science from 

that topic

• Ex: Five in a row, KONOS, Weaver, 

Design a Study, Sonlight, Greenleaf 

Press, Moving Beyond the Page



Unit Studies

• ―Teaching across the curriculum,‖ or 

integrated study.  

• Basic school subjects are studied in light 

of a particular topic, theme, or historical 

period instead of isolated subjects. 

• Most often, a separate phonics and math 

program is needed (though some 

companies include them as supplements 

or offer choices).

• Learning Style Match: Multi-sensory



Unit Study

Pros:

• All ages learn together

• uses real books

• Inexpensive

• teaches to child’s area of interest;

Cons:

• Can have gaps in skills so needs balance;

• can be overwhelming to new homeschoolers,

• lesson plans are more flexible and require you to provide the 

structure; (meaning may not be good for a teacher who is a P)

•may lack resource materials on the field,

• lacks test taking skills in content areas;



Unit Study

Works well for:

•A child pulled out of school that is burned out on 

learning

•A creative mom that feels secure about her 

abilities

•Multiple children in different grades

•Children who have difficulty sitting still and prefer

• hands-on learning

Cautions:  This type of curriculum can be hit and 

miss. For 5th and 6th grade you many need to bring 

in a textbook and tests for content areas.



Programmed

• Uses self-paced, sequential 

workbook.  Requires no 

preparation and usually little 

direct teaching by the parent.

• Examples: Alpha Omega, 

School of Tomorrow, ―PACES,‖ 

Switched-On Schoolhouse

• Learning Style Match: Visual



ProgrammedPros:

• Very easy to use,

• little preparation, lessons planned out,

• independent learner based, self-paced;

• especially great for content areas;

Cons:

• Not appropriate for younger grades,

• Not suitable for auditory learners (except for Switched 

on Schoolhouse),

• Boring to some, 

• Not designed to be interactive,

• Skill building might be lacking;



Programmed

Works well for: 

• Moms who are very busy with little 

time for individual learning; 

• A child who loves workbooks and 

routine learning;

• A family in transition;

• A mom who just had a baby;

• A child who is able to sit still, stay 

focused, and needs little direction or 

discipline



Technological

• Internet and software based programs.

• Multi-sensory, interactive learning. 

• Examples: NorthStar Academy; University of 

Nebraska; K-12; Potter’s School; Liberty U; 

Texas Tech University K-12; Switched-on 

School House; Connections (free public 

online); Veritas Press Interactive

• Learning Style Match:  Multi-sensory, visual, 

auditory



Technological

Pros: 

• Can be more interactive and engaging; 

• Provides structured learning so child can learn 

more independently; 

• Can be great preparation for future learning—

delivery system of the future; opportunity to 

learn from a different teacher or teachers on 

line; 

• Can have virtual classmates; 



Tech

Cons:

• On-line can be pricey; 

• Can be frustrating if not technologically savvy 

or if student has poor typing or reading skills;

• Has set deadlines so less scheduling flexibility; 

• May include more ―busy work‖ as it is more of 

a structured school environment;

• Software has preprogrammed responses and if 

child does not answer with exact response, 

may cause frustration



Eclectic

• A combination of any of the above.

• Choosing what works best for you & 

your child

• Many families don’t choose one of the 

five above, but mix and match 

depending on their teaching style and 

kids’ learning styles.



Tips & Tricks



Pray!



Learn your child/children

• Take the time to 

learn about 

yourself & what 

you can do

• Take the time to 

learn your 

child/children

knowing that as 

they grow and learn 

they will change



Be flexible

• You may have to 

make changes 

often.  

• Be ready to assess 

at least yearly, but 

may need to assess 

monthly.

• ―A year at a time, a 

child at a time.‖



Teacher Planning Day

• This is a life saver.

• At least once a month

• Have Dad take kids 

out on a field trip, you 

stay home and plan

• Saves time later in the 

month

• Allows you to plan 

your next steps



Regular De-briefing Sessions

• Plan these

• Talk with your 

spouse, super-

visor, counselor, 

another mom, 

teacher, etc.



Time away

• There are going to 

be days you will not

want to do school 

just like your kids

• Schedule regular 

breaks-a day, a 

week, 2 weeks



Resources



• Support groups-don’t be shy....have to 

put yourself out there.

• If there isn’t one that fits your family, 

start one.

• These can be just for moms, whole 

families, or co-ops geared to interests 

and abilities of those in the group.



• www.pavevision.org

• ―The Mislabeled Child‖ by Brock Eide, MD, MA & 

Fernette Eide, MD

• ―The Gift of Dyslexia‖ by Ronald D. Davis

• ―Disconnected Kids‖ by Dr. Robert Melillo

• www.icando.org

• ―Educational Care‖ By Dr. Mel Levine

• ―The Out of Sync Child‖ by Carol Stock Kranowitz

Developmental Issues

http://www.pavevision.org
http://www.icando.org


Learning Styles

• ―The Way They Learn‖ by Cynthia Ulrich 

Tobias

• ―Discovering Your Child’s Learning 

Style‖ by Mariaemma Willis, MS



• ―100 Top Picks‖ by Cathy Duffy

• ―A Charlotte Mason Companion‖ by 

Karen Andreola

• ―A Charlotte Mason Education: A 

Homeschooling How-To Manual‖ by 

Catherine Levison

• www.fiarhq.com

Curriculum Resources

http://www.fiarhq.com


Challenges
Parents Face



Full-Time Job

• Wife + Mom + daily living abroad = full time job

• Those + Homeschooling can equal a stressful 

overtime job

• Add to those language/humanitarian 

expectations and it could lead to burnout

• Add to that any special education needs 

(dyslexia, ADHD, Asperger’s, CAPD)…



What can we do?

• Recognize that Moms cannot do it all!

• Encourage Dads to help.

• Adjust expectations.

• Set realistic goals.

• Hire house help.

• Make sure we get the training and 

equipping we need to understand how 

best to teach to each child’s needs.



What else?

• Join or start a co-op.

• Attend a home school conference (either 

in person or online). 

• Talk to others who have homeschooled 

abroad.

• Get help with some of the subjects.

http://theeducationcafe.wordpress.com/2010/04/03/homeschool-seminar/

